
Title: Dating Your Imagination 

Synopsis: 
“Love at first sight” is less love and more biology having a giggle at your expense. The blog skewers 
the myth that people fall in love instantly, arguing that what’s really happening is lust, projection, 
and later, a heavily retconned origin story. The real romance lies not in the spark but in slogging 
through the messy reality of quirks, flaws, and acceptance. Writers are challenged to ditch the lazy 
trope and instead explore the winding, twist-filled road to genuine connection. 

The Snark’s Blog: here 

 

Discussion Questions  
Use these questions to spark conversation and reflection in the classroom:   

• What’s the difference between attraction at first sight and love at first sight? Why does 
conflating them matter in both life and fiction?  

• How do people’s origin stories about relationships get “retconned” over time, and what 
does that reveal about memory and identity?  

• In what ways does self-deception fuel both comedy and tragedy in romantic storytelling?  

• Why is “acceptance” a more powerful ending than “destiny” when it comes to love stories?  

 

Writer’s Prompts 
Creative exercises to help students apply the themes of the topic:   

• Prompt 1: Write a scene where two characters feel instant attraction – then undercut it with 
an unromantic reality (bad timing, bad breath, bad jokes). 

• Prompt 2: Give a character an absurdly romanticized “how we met” story, then reveal the 
truth. 

• Prompt 3: Write a breakup where one partner clings to the destiny narrative while the other 
insists on the unvarnished truth. 

• Prompt 4: Create a character who is terrified of acceptance – they’d rather stay in the 
projection stage forever. 

• Prompt 5: Draft a “lust at first sight” encounter that eventually builds into genuine 
intimacy… or crashes spectacularly. 

• Prompt 6: Show two characters retelling the same origin story in totally different ways, each 
bending it to their needs. 

 

Class Activities 
These activities will help expand on the themes of the topic: 

https://www.effigypress.com/post/the-snark-dating-your-imagination


• Origin Story Workshop: Have students write two versions of the same “how we met” story – 
one mythologized, one brutally honest. Compare the tension between them. 

• Projection vs. Reality Exercise: Students describe a character based on a dazzling first 
impression, then rewrite the same character after six months of close living. 

• Lust vs. Love Debate: Divide the room. One side argues that love at first sight is real; the 
other tears it down as lust wrapped in marketing. 

 

Closing note from the blog’s writer, The Snark 
Sure, write “love at first sight” if you’re penning a fairy tale or an ad for discount diamond rings. But if 
you want readers to swoon, give them the mess: the quirks, the fights, the weird laundry habits, the 
socks-with-sandals horror. Lust is easy. Love takes work. And nothing says romance like staying put 
after you’ve seen the monster they become before their first cup of coffee. 


