
Title: How AI Could Replace Human Podcasters 

Synopsis: 
In the blog, "How AI Could Replace Human Podcasters," The Snark humorously explores the rise of 
AI-driven podcasts, where listeners can choose topics like “sock drawer organizing tips” or 
“grandma’s mac and cheese recipe,” while AI bots fill in the rest with pre-programmed banter. The 
piece digs into the potential future of podcasts like Alchemy, where human hosts could be replaced 
by AI bots - perhaps in an episode with Tim without LeeAnna or vice versa. The blog examines the 
“uncanny valley” effect that makes AI-generated voices sound almost human, but not quite, and 
questions who gets to pick the topics in an AI-powered world. It wraps up by encouraging writers to 
imagine how AI could disrupt their characters' lives in fiction. 

The Snark’s Blog: here 

 

Discussion Questions  
Use these questions to spark conversation and reflection in the classroom:   

• What are some of the challenges and benefits of using AI-generated content in 
podcasts? Consider aspects like efficiency, creativity, and emotional authenticity. 

• What does the "uncanny valley" mean in the context of AI-generated podcasts, and 
how does it affect the listener experience? Do you think an AI-hosted podcast could be as 
engaging as a human-hosted one? Why or why not? 

• If Alchemy were to feature only AI bots in the future, what would be lost from the 
show’s current format? Who do you think should decide the topics for an AI podcast: the 
AI itself, or the creators? Why? 

• How might the rise of AI podcasts influence the future of human creativity and 
storytelling? As writers, how could you use the concept of AI replacing humans in your 
fiction to explore larger themes like identity, technology, or loss? 

 

Writer’s Prompts 
Creative exercises to help students apply the themes of the topic:   

• Prompt 1: The AI Protagonist. Write a short story from the perspective of an AI podcast host 
who begins questioning its role in the world. Does it want to break free from its 
programming, or is it content being “just a bot”? 

• Prompt 2: When Humans Are Replaced. Imagine a world where human interaction is 
increasingly replaced by AI in everyday life. Write a scene where a character discovers that 
their closest friend has been replaced by an AI, and they struggle with whether or not to tell 
the difference. 

• Prompt 3: Sock Drawer Disaster. Write a scene where an AI podcast bot tries to give advice 
on something mundane (like organizing a sock drawer) but gets it hilariously wrong, leading 
to total chaos in the character’s life. 
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• Prompt 4: The Fake Recipe. Write a monologue or podcast-style dialogue between two AI 
bots who have to “improvise” a famous recipe (like mac and cheese) but, as AI often do, get 
all the details hilariously wrong. The recipe ends up being nothing like what was intended. 

 

Class Activities 
These activities will help expand on the themes of the topic: 

• Group Discussion: Break into small groups and discuss the rise of AI in creative fields like 
podcasting, writing, and music. Debate whether or not you think AI can ever truly replace 
human creativity, or if it’s merely a tool that enhances it. 

• Design Exercise: Design your own AI podcast. What would the AI host sound like? What 
topics would it cover? Would it have the same structure as a traditional podcast, or would it 
be more chaotic? Try to give your AI podcast a unique "voice" that feels distinct from human 
hosts. 

• Debate: Have a class debate where half the class argues for the benefits of AI in podcasting 
(efficiency, objectivity, consistency), and the other half argues for the irreplaceable value of 
human hosts (emotion, connection, creativity). Afterward, switch sides and argue the 
opposite. 

• Collaborative Story-Building: In groups, collaborate on a short story where AI takes over 
the role of a traditional human job - whether it’s podcasting, teaching, or even writing. 
Explore how this shift in power affects the characters involved. Does AI become too 
powerful, or is it a welcome change? Discuss the potential consequences of these 
advancements. 

 

Closing note from the blog’s writer, The Snark 
Ah, the beautiful chaos of human creativity - where we think we’re inventing new things, and 
instead, we’re crafting tools that might someday replace us. Isn’t that just the perfect metaphor for 
the Alchemy podcast? We’re all sitting here, thinking we’re the real stars, while AI is quietly sitting in 
the background, biding its time, ready to step in with its perfect banter and flawless logic. 

But don’t worry, human listeners - there’s still something irreplaceable about that spark, that real 
connection, that awkward pause between a joke and a laugh. AI might try, but it’ll never truly 
capture the essence of a podcast built on the messy, imperfect, beautifully chaotic human 
experience. And honestly, thank goodness for that. So, write your characters into the arms of 
technology - let it twist their lives up in a big, fancy, digital mess. It’s all part of the journey... and if 
nothing else, it’ll make for some seriously good storytelling. Just remember: while the bots might 
take over the podcast, they’ll never fully take over the story. At least... not yet. 


